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Upcoming Whole School Dates 
 

Dec Wed 17th : Christmas Jumper Day & 

   Christmas Lunch 

 Friday 19th :  Christmas Church Service 

 Friday 19th :  Last day of Term 2 

Jan Mon 5th: INSET Day 

 Tues 6th :  First Day of Term 3 

Whole School Reminder: 
We are an allergy aware school. 

NO NUTS 
are to be brought in to school. Thank you. 

 

 We are pleased to announce the birth of Mrs. Satchell’s baby boy, Emerson.  

 We welcome Ms. Godfrey March to the team; she has joined us as Earlybirds lead while 

 Miss. Riddle is on Maternity Leave.

 We thank you all once again; for supporting the children’s learning, giving time to help us in 

 school, and for all the generous gifts, cards and kind words for Christmas. It is so appreciated by  

 us all. We wish you a wonderful Christmas with your loved ones, and hope you 

 enjoy the break, making many happy memories with your children. 

 See you in January! 

              Thank you for your ongoing support  

School Notices 

Attendance  

This week: Best attendance: Year 2 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 Whole  

School 
Reception 

91.5% 94.7% 92.5% 85.2% 93.5% 93% 91.4% 90.6% 

Dear families: 
  

 INSET Reminder - Monday 5th January is an INSET day 

 so we shall see you back at school on Tuesday 6th January. 



Headteacher’s Message 
Dear Families, 

As we come to the end of this busy and exciting term, we reflect on our school 
value of independence. The children have shown growing confidence in their 
learning and decision-making, and it has been wonderful to see them developing 
resilience and responsibility in all areas of school life. A particular highlight is the 
way the pupils interact with each other during playtimes which, thanks to our 
Friends are more exciting, engaging and enriching. 

Taking a moment to reflect, I am sure you will join me in thanking our staff team 
for their dedication, hard work and ongoing commitment to St John's Meads, 
supporting every child to achieve their God-given potential. This term we had an 
Inclusion Quality Mark assessment, and I am delighted to announce the school was 
awarded this status. By achieving the IQM Award, St John's Meads commitment to 
embedding inclusive practice is recognised and celebrated.  

This term has been filled with many memorable school events from our Remembrance 
service, Anti-Bullying Week, delicious Christmas Lunch, the Christmas Panto, Christmas 
Fayre and the delightful KS1 and Reception Nativity. Alongside these special occasions, 
there has been a huge amount of learning across the school, with children engaging 
enthusiastically in lessons and making great progress. 

We are very proud of all that has been achieved this term and thank you for your continued support. It has 
been wonderful seeing so many of you joining us for Celebration Worship for those receiving our Light Awards. 

Wishing you and your families a very joyful Christmas and a restful holiday, and we look forward to welcoming 
everyone back in the new year. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs. Pomeroy 
 

- WANTED -Christmas Jumpers 

 This festive season, we’re launching a Christmas Jumper Campaign to help reduce waste and 

 raise money for our lovely school. 

 Please bring in any clean, unwanted Christmas jumpers (for children and adults) to the school office. 

 These will be sold next year in the run up to Christmas. 

Why take part? 

 Save money and avoid buying new. 

 Reduce waste by giving jumpers a second life. 

 Support a great cause! 
 

                             Thank you for your support. 



Festivities This Term 

We all enjoyed the wonderful nativity put 

on by Reception, Year 1 & 2. 

Everyone had fun on Christmas jumper 

day, and the Choir had two lovely trips to 

sing Carols for residents at Elstree Court 

and Fairfield Lodge. 

House point winners from term 1 - Jade -

enjoyed hot chocolate and a film in the 

hall. 



Festivities This Term 



Reception Highlights 

Reception class have been working really 

hard in our phonics sessions this term. The 

children are really enjoying beginning to 

read books and we are so proud of all of 

their writing.  

 

 

We all wrote letters 

to Father Christmas 

using our best writing. 

We then had a 

wonderful, festive 

afternoon - we 

walked down to post 

our letters in the 

post box. 

Then enjoyed a cosy hot chocolate and a 

story in front of the 'fire' when we 

returned to school. 



Year 1/2 Highlights 
In Year 1 and 2 we have been learning about the Christmas story 

and why it is so important. It has been the perfect preparation for 

our Nativity performance.  

We have also been investigating materials 

and their properties in Science, carrying 

out our own experiments, including 

exploring flexibility and waterproofing.   

In Maths we have been looking at 

addition and subtraction. 

A particular highlight was playing 

subtraction bowling. 

In History, our Toy Day was a great opportunity to share 

special objects from home and compare them to older toys, 

including a 70 year old teddy bear and a very old wooden pull 

along dog. Our toys helped us to create some brilliant writing 

and practical Maths.   

It really has been a fantastic festive period!  



Year 3 Highlights 
To kick off our unit on time travelling stories, 

we made firework art pictures inspired by 1066.  

In RE, we have been learning about 

Jewish festivals. We learnt about Shabbat 

and enjoyed tasting homemade challah 

bread and grape juice. Then we learnt 

about Rosh Hashanah and tried apples 

and honey - Yum! 

When learning how to wash a woolly 

mammoth, we made our own woolly 

mammoth models.  

In Art, we learnt about stone age pottery and 

made our own pots with stone age designs.   

Finally, we made some stained glass style 

nativity scenes to celebrate Christmas.   



Year 4 Highlight 

Year 4 have been exploring electricity in science by 

testing and practising how to make working circuits. 

They experimented with adding multiple components, 

including lights, batteries and switches, and investigated 

how different setups affect whether a circuit works. 

 

The children showed 

great curiosity and 

problem-solving skills 

as they tested, adjusted 

and improved their 

designs.  



Year 5 Highlights 
Year 5 learnt about cubes numbers, using multi link to support 

their understanding. 

We also investigated square numbers in Maths using counters as 

visuals. 

 

We studied artist Louise Bourgeois 

who is famous for her spider drawings 

and sculptures. 

 

We made 3D spiders in Art using 

paper mache and pipe cleaners. 

In History we have been learning about why the 

Ancient Islamic Civilisation was important in the 

progression of our knowledge in Science, Maths 

and Medicine today. 



Year 6 Highlights 
Year 6 made Mirror Mazes in Science as part of their ‘Light’ topic. 

They learned that an angle of the ‘reflection ray’ is the same as the 

angle of the ‘incidence ray’ coming from the torch. They had to 

place their mirrors carefully to hit a target. They started with just 

one mirror, but progressed to more as they learned that the 

reflected ray would bounce onto a target event though there 

were obstacles in the way. 

 

 

 

Year 6 have worked incredibly 

hard this term in all their 

subjects. Here are some lovely 

examples of Maths and English 

work.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In DT, they have been designing and sewing Christmas stockings. 

This took a huge amount of perseverance and determination. 

The finished stockings look lovely! Well done Year 6!  

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Music, Year 6 learned how to play the tune to ‘Runaround Sue’ 

on Glockenspiels and Ocarinas. They then wrote their own Christmas 

lyrics to the tune and sang them to their Reception buddies.   

This picture shows Aoibheanna and Tashiana successfully 

using two mirrors to shine light onto the black paper.   



Online Safety & Safeguarding 

Mrs L Pomeroy - (DSL) Designated Safeguarding Lead 

Mr B Berhane - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead and Mrs K Hitch - Deputy Designated Safeguarding  Lead 

Please email any concerns: dsl@sjm.academy  




