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Weekly Bulletin 1sth january 2026

I Upcoming Whole School Dates https://sjm.academy

I Jan  Thurs 15th: Telephone: 01323 730255

I Feb Tues 10th:
Tues 10th:

Census Day - Free Lunch

Guardian Consultations Email: office@sjm.academy

Safer Internet Day |

I Thurs 12th: Guardian Consultations Who/e SChOO/ Remmder.
Thurs 12th:  Last Day of Term 3 )
I Fri 13th: INSET Day We are an allergy aware school.
Mon 23rd: First Day of Term 4
I Y NO NUTS are to be brought in to school. Thank you.
|

Healthy Snacks

Please provide fruit for snack time rather than
crisps or chocolate, as we are a Healthy School.

Dear families,

@ Parking notice - We kindly ask all parents and carers to take extra care when parking around the
school. Recently, we have noticed some situations that could put pupils, pedestrians, and our
neighbours at risk.

@ Please help us keep everyone safe by:
- Parking responsibly and avoiding blocking driveways or pavements.
- Allowing a few extra minutes in the morning so drop offs aren’t rushed.
- Only stopping in designated areas and avoiding unsafe drop offs near the gate.

@ Reminder - independent entry into school is currently permitted for Year 6 pupils only.
Younger children should not be dropped off to enter the site alone.

Your cooperation makes a real difference to the safety of our school community, and we truly
appreciate your support in keeping the area around the school calm and safe for everyone.

ThamR yew fer Yeuwv emgeimng suppert.

A‘l‘teno(amce This week: Best attendance: Reception

Reception | Year1l | Year2 @ Year3 | Year4 | Year5 @ Year6 ;"::Z';
98.8% @ 99.2% | 98.2% | 95.6% | 92.1% 90% 94.5% @ 94.8%
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LIGHT Awadrds
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to this week’s LIGHT

award winners:
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Elena, Olivia,
William, Skjlo\r
dand Kathrin.
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As you may be aware, our new website is now up and

running.
We wanted to take a moment to highlight that you can find

an overview of what your child will be learning throughout
the academic year on Curriculum Overviews, now added to

each of the Class pages on the site.
You may find this helpful for keeping informed about topics

and curriculum coverage.

Find your class information at SIM Academy - Classes

o Q DCAT

Home AboutUs Safeguarding Statutory Information Leaming Classes Parents
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In This Section

Home 5 Classes

> Reception
Here you will find an introduction to our Year Group teaching teams and the Curriculum Learning > Year1
Overview.
> Year2
Please click on the Year Group of choice to find out morel > Year3
> Year4
> Years
> Year 6

Lily received Student of the Month in
her martial arts class, and Aurelia
won a medal for her enthusiasm
during her gymnastics competition.

Well done girls!
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In This Section

Home » Parents > Uniform
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ining high standards and a sense of pride and



https://www.sjm.academy/page/?title=Classes&pid=81

WhatsApp is one of the most popular messaging apps in
the world, with more than 1.5 bilion people in more than
180 countries using it to send and receive text, photos,
videos and documents, as well as make voice and video
calls through an Internet or Wi-Fi connection. The free app
offers end-to-end encryption, which means that messages
can only be read by the sender and the recipient in
one-to-one chats, or all members if itis a group chat. Not
even WhatsApp can read them.

AGE LIMIT CHANGE
Since May 2018, the minimum age for using WhatsApp is 16
yoars old i you live i the Exropean Unios, iscluding the UK.
Prior to this, the minmum age was 13, which stél applies for
the rest of the world. WhatiApp has not yet stated whether it
will takn action against amyore aged between 13 and 16 whe
already hold accounts under the old terms and conditions,
such a3 cloaing their account or seeking parental permasion

SCAM MESSAGES
Occascnally on WhatsApp, peophe receive spam messages
from unauthorised third parties or from fraudsten
pretending to oMer prizes o ‘hacky people. encoureging
recipients to click om & nk 10 win a prize. A commen scam
involves meisages marning recipients that their WhatsApp
subscription has run out with the hope that people are
duped into peoviding their payment details. Other scam
messages include matrection to forward the message in
éum for a rewmard or gift from WhatiApp or another person.

A\

FAKE NEWS AND HOAXES
WhatsApp has been fnked to enabling the spread of
dangerow viral rumowrs. In India, for example, & sumber of
attacks appesr to have been sparked by falie rumeours shased
on WhatiApp.

THE'ONLY ADMIN’ FEATURE
AND CYBERBULLYING

Cyberbull ying i1 the act of sending threatersng or taunting
text messages. voice measages. pictures and videos, with the

aim to burt and humiliate the receiver. The group chat and
groep video call features are great for multiple peophe 1o chat

simultameously, but there is the potential for people to hurt
others with their comments or jokes. The ‘only admin’ feature
gives the admin of & group chat greater comtrel over who can

send meniages. Whilst this can be good for one-way
announcements, the group admin has the power to block

to an offy inachat,

fromr
which could result in a child

being upset and unable to reply.
AN

CONNECTING WITH STRANGERS )

To start a chat in WhatsApp, you need 1o know the mobile
sumber of the contact you want to speak to and they also need
1o have the app downloaded. WhatsApp cam find comtacts by
accessing the address book of a device and recognaing which
of thowe contacts are wiing WhatsApp. If your cheld has shaced
their mobsle number with some- body they dont know, they can
use it to get in touch via WhatsApp.

LIVE LOCATION SHARING

WhatsApp's ‘Live Location’ feature enables wiers to share their
current lecation in real time Lo Uheir contacts in a chat, allowing

friends 1o show their movements. The festure, which can be
found by pressing the ‘sttach’ button, is described by WhatiApp
a3 a“simple and secure way 1o let people know where you are”

Location sharing is already a common fuature on other social
apps, including Smapchat's Snap Map and Facsbook Meiienger
and cam be & wieful way for a child 1o let loved coes know they
are safe. Howwver. if your chdd s im & group chat with people
they do not know, they will be exposing their location.
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CREATE A SAFE PROFILE
Even though somebody would reed your chids phone nuember
to add them a3 & contacy, &3 4n exirs securily meaicrs we
suggest altering their peofile mtlings to contrel who can see
their profile pholo and status. The optiom to chocse from ace
‘Everyone, My Contacts’ and Nobody. We suggest selecting ‘My
Contacts’ or Nobody' to ensure their profile is protected.

EXPLAIN HOWTO BLOCK PEOPLE

#f your child has received 3pam or offemive
mensages, calls or attachmuents from a contact,
they should block them. Meisages and status
updates sent by a blocked contect will mot
show up on the phone and will stay
wndelivered Blccking somecne will not
remove this contact from the contact list -
they will need to be removed from the phone's
addreis book. Yo block & contact, your child
needs to open the person’s chat stream and
tap on the settings.
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REPORT SCAM MESSAGES
Advise your child not to tap, share or forward amy message that
looks suspecious or sounds too good to be true When your
chid receives a meniage from an unknown number for the st
tme, they will be given the option to report the number as
spam directly inside the chat. They can also report a contact or
& group as spam wiing the following stepa: 1) Open the chat.
2)Tap on the conact or growp name to open their profile
informaticn. 3) Scroll 1o the bottem and tap Report Spam!

LEAVE A GROUP
1f your child is part of & group chat that makes them fes!
wmcomfortable or has been added to & group they don't want 1o
be part of, wie the groups settings to show them how to leave.
If somecns exits & group, the admin can add them back in once,
if they leave again, they cannot be added again.

USING LIVE LOCATION SAFELY
o your child needs 10 use the Live Lecation’ feature to share
with you o a friend, advise them to only share it for the amount
of time they need to. WhatsApp gives the eptiom of either 15

!

DELETE ACCIDENTAL
MESSAGES
If your child has sent a message 10 the wrong chat
or if a message they sent has contaimed a mistake,
they can dulete it To do this, simply tap and hold on
the message, chocie Delete’ and then ‘Delete for
everyone. The app allows seven minctes to delets the
message after it has been sent, but it is important to

remember that recipients may bave seen and scrvenshot a
message before it was deleted

SET TIME LIMITS
A 2017 study found that by the age of 14 the average chid
will have sent more than 35,000 texts, 50,000 WhatsApp
mesages and racked up more thas theee solid weeks of
video chat. Althowgh it i inwvitable that your chid wi
technolegy, you can stil set boundaries. This is not easy,
especially unce leems uie thewr devices for both
schoolwork and frew bme. often simulaseously.

minutes, ome hour or sight hours. Howewver, your child can
k choase 1o 110p sharing at any time.
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Please email any concerns: dsl@sjm.academy
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